
The relationship between India and Pakistan regarding the Afghanistan issue is 

complex and often contentious due to historical, strategic, and geopolitical reasons. 

1. Historical Context: India and Pakistan have a history of conflict dating back 

to their partition in 1947. Their rivalry has influenced their approach towards 

neighboring countries, including Afghanistan. 

The historical context of the relationship between India and Pakistan regarding 

Afghanistan is deeply rooted in the partition of British India in 1947 and subsequent 

events. Here are some key points: 

a. Partition and Kashmir Dispute: The partition of British India led to the 

creation of India and Pakistan as separate nations in 1947. However, the 

division was accompanied by violence and the displacement of millions of 

people. One of the most contentious issues that emerged was the dispute 

over the princely state of Jammu and Kashmir. Both India and Pakistan 

claimed Kashmir, leading to multiple wars and ongoing tensions. 

b. Cold War Dynamics: During the Cold War, India pursued a policy of non-

alignment, maintaining relations with both the Western and Eastern blocs. 

Pakistan, on the other hand, aligned itself closely with the United States. The 

Cold War rivalry influenced their respective approaches to regional issues, 

including Afghanistan. 

c. Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan: In 1979, the Soviet Union invaded 

Afghanistan, leading to a decade-long conflict. India condemned the Soviet 

intervention and supported the Afghan resistance, known as the mujahideen, 

alongside Western countries and Pakistan. Pakistan, with support from the 

United States and Saudi Arabia, played a key role in providing weapons and 

training to the mujahideen, leading to significant tensions between India and 

Pakistan over their differing roles in the conflict. 

d. Taliban Rule and Aftermath: Following the Soviet withdrawal from 

Afghanistan in 1989, internal strife continued, eventually leading to the rise of 

the Taliban in the 1990s. Pakistan supported the Taliban regime, viewing it as 

a strategic ally and a means to exert influence in Afghanistan. India, however, 

opposed the Taliban due to its close ties with Pakistan and concerns about its 

support for militant groups targeting Indian interests in Afghanistan. 

e. Post-9/11 Dynamics: The 9/11 attacks in 2001 prompted the United States to 

intervene in Afghanistan to oust the Taliban regime, which had harbored 

Osama bin Laden and Al-Qaeda. While both India and Pakistan initially 

supported the U.S.-led invasion, their differing priorities and concerns quickly 

resurfaced. Pakistan's support for certain militant groups operating in 

Afghanistan and its strategic interests in the region have been sources of 

contention with India. 



Overall, the historical context of partition, the Kashmir dispute, Cold War dynamics, 

and differing approaches to Afghanistan have contributed to the complex and often 

tense relationship between India and Pakistan on the Afghanistan issue. 
 

2.Strategic Interests: Both India and Pakistan have significant interests in Afghanistan. India 

has historically maintained close ties with the Afghan government and has invested in 

various development projects in the country. Pakistan, on the other hand, has had a 

complicated relationship with Afghanistan, often backing different factions and groups to 

exert influence. 

India's Strategic Concerns: 

a. Security Threats: India sees instability in Afghanistan as a potential security 

threat due to the possibility of militant groups finding safe havens there and 

launching attacks against India. Historically, groups like Lashkar-e-Taiba and 

Jaish-e-Mohammed, which are active in Pakistan, have been accused of having 

links with Afghan militant groups. 

b. Regional Influence: India is concerned about Pakistan's historical support for 

militant groups in Afghanistan, which it sees as a means for Pakistan to exert 

influence and counter India's interests in the region. India aims to maintain its 

influence in Afghanistan through diplomatic, economic, and developmental 

means, promoting stability and countering Pakistan's influence. 

c. Economic Opportunities: India views Afghanistan as a potential market for its 

goods and services and as a gateway to Central Asia. India has invested in 

various infrastructure projects in Afghanistan, including roads, dams, and the 

construction of the new Afghan Parliament building, to enhance connectivity 

and trade. 

Pakistan's Strategic Concerns: 

a. Strategic Depth: Pakistan sees Afghanistan as providing strategic depth 

against India. Throughout history, Pakistan has sought to ensure a friendly 

government in Kabul to prevent encirclement by India and to provide a 

strategic buffer in case of conflict with India. This strategic depth has been a 

significant factor in Pakistan's policies towards Afghanistan. 

b. Fear of Encirclement: Pakistan perceives India's involvement in Afghanistan 

with suspicion, viewing it as part of India's broader strategy to encircle 

Pakistan. Pakistan is concerned about India's increasing influence in 

Afghanistan through its economic and developmental assistance, as well as its 

close ties with the Afghan government. 

c. Security Concerns: Pakistan is concerned about the presence of militant 

groups in Afghanistan that have historically targeted Pakistan, such as the 



Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). Pakistan fears that instability in Afghanistan 

could spill over into its territory, exacerbating internal security challenges. 

Overall, India and Pakistan's strategic concerns in Afghanistan are deeply intertwined 

with their broader geopolitical rivalry and security calculations. While both countries 

have legitimate interests in Afghanistan's stability and development, their differing 

approaches often lead to tensions and competition in the region 

3.Security Concerns: Pakistan sees Afghanistan as vital for its strategic depth and 

has been accused of supporting certain militant groups in Afghanistan to maintain 

influence, which India views as a security threat. India, meanwhile, is concerned about 

Pakistan's alleged support for insurgent groups operating in Afghanistan. 

Certainly, let's delve deeper into the security concerns of both India and Pakistan 

regarding Afghanistan: 

India's Security Concerns: 

a. Terrorism and Extremism: India is concerned about the presence of terrorist 

groups in Afghanistan that could potentially target Indian interests. Groups 

like the Haqqani Network, Taliban factions, and ISIS-Khorasan Province (ISIS-

K) have carried out attacks in Afghanistan and have been accused of having 

links with militant groups operating in Pakistan, which poses a security threat 

to India. 

b. Cross-Border Terrorism: India accuses Pakistan of supporting militant 

groups, such as Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammed, which have carried 

out attacks in India, including in the disputed region of Kashmir. India is wary 

of these groups finding safe havens in Afghanistan and using it as a base to 

launch attacks across the border into India. 

c. Destabilization of the Region: India is concerned that instability in 

Afghanistan could have spillover effects in the region, including in Indian-

administered Kashmir. A volatile Afghanistan could potentially embolden 

extremist elements and fuel insurgency movements, exacerbating security 

challenges for India. 

Pakistan's Security Concerns: 

a. Taliban and Insurgent Groups: Pakistan is concerned about the resurgence 

of the Taliban and other insurgent groups in Afghanistan. Pakistan shares a 

long and porous border with Afghanistan, and instability in Afghanistan could 

provide sanctuary to militant groups that could launch attacks on Pakistani 

soil. 

b. Balochistan Insurgency: Pakistan accuses India of supporting separatist 

elements in its restive province of Balochistan. Pakistan fears that Indian 



intelligence agencies could exploit the situation in Afghanistan to support 

Baloch separatists, thus destabilizing Pakistan's western border region. 

c. Nexus between India and Afghanistan: Pakistan views India's involvement in 

Afghanistan with suspicion, seeing it as a means for India to encircle Pakistan 

and undermine its security interests. Pakistan alleges that Indian consulates in 

Afghanistan are used as hubs for intelligence activities and covert operations 

against Pakistan. 

Overall, the security concerns of both India and Pakistan regarding Afghanistan are 

deeply intertwined with their broader geopolitical rivalries and historical animosities. 

The volatile security situation in Afghanistan exacerbates tensions between the two 

countries and adds another layer of complexity to their already fraught relationship. 
 

4.Regional Dynamics: The involvement of other regional players, such as China and 

the United States, further complicates the India-Pakistan dynamic in Afghanistan. 

China's increasing interest in Afghanistan, particularly through its Belt and Road 

Initiative (BRI), adds another layer to the regional dynamics. 

5.International Pressure: International pressure, particularly from the United States 

and other Western countries, often shapes the interactions between India and 

Pakistan on the Afghanistan issue. Both countries have been urged to support 

stability and peace efforts in Afghanistan. 

Overall, while there may be occasional cooperation or dialogue between India and 

Pakistan on certain aspects of the Afghanistan issue, their deep-rooted animosities 

and conflicting strategic interests often result in tensions and competition in the 

region. 
 


